
Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 31, 2016 

 

ATTENTION 
 

Probate cases on this calendar are currently under review by the 

probate examiners.  Review of some probate cases may not be 

completed and therefore have not been posted.   

 

If your probate case has not been posted please check back again later.  

 

Thank you for your patience. 

  

http://free.clipartof.com/81-Confused-Blue-Smiley-Free-3D-Vector-Clipart-Illustration.jpg


Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 31, 2016 

7 James H. Walker (CONS/PE)   Case No.  13CEPR00881 
Attorney   Kruthers, Heather H. (for Public Guardian) 

  

 First and Final Account and Report of Conservator; Petition for Allowance of 

 Compensation to Conservator and his Attorney; and for Distribution 

DOD: 6/25/13  The FRESNO COUNTY PUBLIC GUARDIAN, 

Conservator, is Petitioner. 

 

Account period: 10/7/13 – 6/25/15 

Accounting:  $80,623.79 

Beginning POH:  $23,842.07 

Ending POH:  $2,062.22 

 

Account period: 6/26/15 – 7/11/16 

Accounting:  $11,029.08 

Beginning POH:  $2,062.22 

Ending POH:  $7,013.80 (cash) 

 

Conservator: $2,827.84 (for 21.54 deputy 

hours @ $96/hr and 10 Staff hours @ 

$76/hr, itemized at Exhibit C) 

 

Attorney: $2,500.00 (per local rule) 

 

Bond fee: Waived 

 

Petitioner requests that after payment of 

the allowed commissions, fees, and costs 

in the amount of $5,327.84, distribution of 

the remaining $1,685.96 and any other 

property not now known or discovered 

be made to the Department of Health 

Care Services as partial reimbursement 

for benefits provided. 

 

Petitioner prays for an order: 

1. Finding that the conservatorship 

terminated on 6/25/15, the 

conservatee’s date of death; 

2. Approving, allowing and settling the 

first and final account; 

3. Authorizing Petitioner and her 

attorney compensation for their 

services during the account period;  

4. Authorizing distribution as set forth 

above; and 

5. Any other orders the Court considers 

proper. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 31, 2016 

8 Grace K. Couch (Estate)    Case No.  15CEPR00174 
Attorney   Kruthers, Heather H. (for Public Administrator) 

Attorney   Flanigan, Philip M. (for Former Administrator Debra Giuffrida) 

   

  Status RE: Status of the Estate (Filing of First or Final Account) 

DOD: 11/29/14  DEBRA GIUFFRIDA, Daughter, was 

appointed Administrator with Full IAEA 

without bond on 4/1/15. Letters issued 

4/2/15. 

 

Ms. Giuffrida filed a Final Inventory and 

Appraisal reflecting a total estate value of 

$194,258.78 on 8/3/15 consisting of 

residential real property, a vehicle, and a 

secured promissory note. 

 

At a status hearing re the filing of the First 

or Final Account on 6/1/16, counsel 

requested additional time and the Court 

ordered Ms. Giuffrida to appear at the 

next hearing on 6/15/16 and provide proof 

that proceeds of the sale of the real 

property ha d been placed into an estate 

account. 

 

On 6/15/16, Ms. Giuffrida appeared via 

CourtCall. The Court removed Ms. 

Giuffrida and appointed the FRESNO 

COUNTY PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR, and 

ordered Ms. Giuffrida to provide the PA 

with any and all information re money 

from the estate that was spent. The minute 

order states the PA may need to address 

any legal action that may be necessary 

against Ms. Giuffrida. 

 

Declaration of Philip M. Flanigan filed 

8/23/16 states his office mailed the original 

file to Attorney Kruthers on 6/17/16. They 

have not had any communication with 

the assigned Public Administrator. His 

office has been in contact with Ms. 

Giuffrida, and she stated her disability 

hearing was cancelled due to an AC 

malfunction and rescheduled for 8/31/16.  

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need first account or petition 

for final distribution pursuant to 

Probate Code §12200 or written 

status report from the Public 

Administrator. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 31, 2016 

11 Capitola Humphry Lanier (Det. Succ)  Case No.  15CEPR01012 
Attorney   Hemb, Richard E. (for Petitioners) 

 

  Petition to Determine Succession to Real Property 

DOD: 8/2/15 Petitioners are: 

1. JANET M. GUERRA, daughter; 

2. LINDA B. HORTON, daughter; 

3. JULIANNE MCKIM, daughter; 

4. ROBERT L. CRUZ, son; 

5. DAVID D. CRUZ, son; and 

6. OLEN HOGENSON, grandson, son of 

daughter Catherine Hogenson; and 

7. NANCY TAMEZ, granddaughter; 

8. JOHN CRUZ, grandson; 

9. ELAINE ROJAS, granddaughter; 

10. RAYMOND CRUZ, grandson; 

11. EDWARD CRUZ, grandson; and 

12. MARK CRUZ, grandson, children of 

son John Cruz. 

  

40 days since DOD 

 

No other proceedings 

 

I&A: $120,000.00 (real property in 

Fresno) 

 

Decedent died intestate 

 

Petitioners request Court determination 

that the real property in Fresno passes 

to them in undivided interests as follows: 

 JANET M. GUERRA, 1/7 

 LINDA B. HORTON, 1/7 

 JULIANNE MCKIM, 1/7 

 ROBERT L. CRUZ, 1/7 

 DAVID D. CRUZ, 1/7  

 OLEN HOGENSON, 1/7 

 NANCY TAMEZ, 1/42 

 JOHN CRUZ, 1/42 

 ELAINE ROJAS, 1/42 

 RAYMOND CRUZ, 1/42 

 EDWARD CRUZ, 1/42 

 MARK CRUZ, 1/42 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 31, 2016 

12 Johnnie Griffin (Estate)    Case No.  15CEPR01123 
Attorney   Jensen, J. Wilmar (of Modesto, for Executor Barbara P. Worrel) 
   

First and Final Account and Report of Executor and Petition for Settlement Thereof; for Allowance of 

Compensation for Ordinary Services; for Reimbursement of Costs Advanced; and for Final Distribution 

DOD: 8/5/15 BARBARA P. WORREL, Executor with 

Full IAEA without bond, is Petitioner. 

 

Account period: 8/5/15 – 7/5/16 

Accounting:  $327,333.70 

Beginning POH:  $321,763.45 

Ending POH:  $324,577.52 

 

Executor (Statutory): $9,546.67 

 

Attorney (Statutory): $9,546.67 

 

Costs: $1,588.50 (filing, publication, 

certified letters, CourtCall 

appearances) 

 

Closing: $1,500.00  

 

Distribution pursuant to intestate 

succession: 

 

Barbara P. Worrel: 50%  

Robert Craig Pople: 50% 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. The I&A filed 3/17/16 contains an 

asset titled “Prime Money Market 

Fund Account held at Vanguard,” 

which was appraised by Executor. 

Probate Code §8901 allows the 

personal representative to appraise 

money and other cash items, 

including cash deposits and money 

market mutual funds as defined in 

§9730(b), including a brokerage 

cash account. All other mutual funds, 

stocks bonds, and other securities 

must be appraised by the Probate 

Referee.  

 

It appears from the nature of this 

asset (income dividends were 

periodically received) that this asset 

should have been appraised by the 

Probate Referee. Therefore, need 

corrected I&A. 

 

2. The attorney is requesting 

reimbursement from the estate for 

two CourtCall appearances totaling 

$202; however, pursuant to Local 

Rule 7.17.B, the Court considers this a 

cost of doing business and not 

reimbursable. 

 

3. Need revised proposed order in 

compliance with Local Rule 7.6.1.A, 

which requires monetary distributions 

to be stated in dollars, not as 

percentages of the estate.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 31, 2016 

13 Eulalia Martinez Rosales (CONS/P)  Case No.  16CEPR00109 
Petitioner   Camacho, Rosalba (Pro Per – Daughter – Petitioner) 

Attorney   LeVan, Nancy J. (Court appointed for Proposed Conservatee) 

  

 Petition for Appointment of Probate Conservator of the Person 

 See petition for details. NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Court Investigator advised 

rights on 2/22/16 

 

Voting rights affected – need 

minute order 

 

Minute Order 8/3/16: Examiner 

notes provided in open court. 

Petitioner will speak with the 

physician regarding the 

dementia medications.  

 

Note: As of 8/24/16, nothing 

further has been filed.  

On 6/23/16, Petitioner filed an 

additional capacity 

declaration; however, it still 

does not contain the missing 

information. The following 

issue remains noted: 

 

1. The Capacity Declaration 

does not address 

dementia medication 

powers; only dementia 

placement. See Dementia 

Attachment GC-335A.  

Need clarification or 

revised capacity 

declaration. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 31, 2016 

15 Tom McEver (Det. Succ)    Case No.  16CEPR00651 
Attorney   Winter, Gary L. (for Petitioners) 

 

  Petition to Determine Succession to Real Property 

DOD: 3/7/16 MICHELLE DE LA CERDA, STACEY PIPES, 

RODGER WHITLEY, ROBERT WHITLEY, and 

NANCY DOWELL, children and step-

children, are Petitioners. 

 

40 days since DOD 

 

No other proceedings 

 

I&A: $115,000.00 (real property located 

at 2117 W. Dayton, Fresno, CA 93705) 

 

Will dated 1/21/14 devises the estate to 

decedent’s children and step-children 

who survive him. 

 

Petitioners request Court determination 

that the real property passes to them 

pursuant to decedent’s will in 20% 

interests each. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 31, 2016 

1 Diana Chooljian Wolfe (CONS/E)  Case No.  15CEPR00381 
Conservator: Patrick Kelly Wolfe (pro per) 

 

  Probate Status Hearing Re: Filing of the Annual or Biennial Account 

 PATRICK KELLY WOLFE, Son, was 

appointed Conservator of the 

Estate without bond on 6/15/15. 

Letters issued 8/5/15. 

 

On 2/29/16, the Court set this 

status hearing for the filing of the 

first account pursuant to 

Probate Code §2620 and sent 

Notice of Status Hearing to the 

Conservator Patrick Kelly Wolfe. 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Note: This matter is set for 8:30 am 

in Dept. 54. 
 

1. Need first account current pursuant to 

Probate Code §2620 or written status 

report pursuant to Local Rule 7.5. 
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